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Great news! The sesame processing plant has a nexanager who is an engineer in food

chemistry. The plant initially employed 75 people for four Wee
working three shifts daily/7days a week. Now ibperating 12
hours/day, 7days/week with two teams. The plalgdased and
operated by COPROEXNIC, the organic agriculturepenative.

Since the beginning of January, the plant has geszk13
container loads of COPROEXNIC’s own organic sesanteone
container of conventional. Now the plant is coctarocessing the
sesame of other agriculture businesses. Thishwelii make the plant
sustainable.

Together with COPROEXNIC we are exporting 13 corees

of organic peanuts. -
We are also selling organic peanuts in-country. va@ium pack the
peanuts which allows us to sell the peanuts oVenger period of time.
One of the co-owners of Nuts to You, Sam, and thedies
representative, Ann, came to talk to farmers, wmtsesame processmg
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plant, introduce Ann to Nicaragu %
and see how important their
business is in making the lives of
Nicaraguans better. Engaging
buyers is the RIGHT way to do
business and is a model for othe
El Porvenir, the organic
coffee cooperative and member @
COPROEXNIC, exported one container of their owrfasglf They successfully
solved the few problems with the quality of thefeefthat they had last year.

Agora Partnerships chose the organic
cotton project as one of 15 projects in all
of Latin America to participate in their

2015 Accelerator Program Their goal is to
“accelerate entrepreneurs building a sustainaliaauy across the region.” Even though
the2014organic cotton crop was a complete failure duthéodrought last year... $108,000 and much labor Vesste. .
Becca and Mike have been working hard this yedn wgora Partnerships.
In March, Becca attended Angora’s week-long intadidun conference that was held in
£ . Nicaragua. She and Mike have been meeting witthaudtant and are learning about how to

AGORA improve the business aspect of the cotton projett@w to present it to social investors, whicH wil
PARTNERSHIPS ’
srater - nerworks - . APPEN N October in San Francisco... actually gittiawn with people who have the means to
St com ot invest. What they are learning will enhance oteoprojects as well.

TO FIGHT GLOBA

Much of the energies of the staff have gone into searching and looking for money.bue to
the cotton loss, updating the sesame plant infretstre, and the unexpected delay of
working capital loan from ROOT Capital, the Vidanuhas just about maxed itself
out with loans. Having more investors would medittla breathing room for the
farmers as well as the employees of the sesamegsiog plant, the members of
COPROEXNIC, and the Board and staff of the CDCA.

We are helping to get water into one of the smallural

communities with whom we have worked for yearsThe
Metropolitano Rotary Club of Le6n here in Nicaragaidonating the casing and the
digging of a well... thank you very much!

We are providing all the local support and materiat the well drilling.
Everyone in the community was excited... until... tieyg 285 feet which is as far ag
their equipment could reach and hit stone... no watéey have capped the hole and—=



the community will have to wait another year uatiuipment that will go deeper is available. Atlghe very first steps
are taken and maybe... maybe some miracle will happdhat sooner rather than later these familidlshave water.

the Nueva Vida community identified several yeays.a
We will be interviewing candidates soon. We doéhare résumé from a doctor trained in Cuba. Shne¢a us last
fall to see about a position because of our wotk woor women.
Having an ob/gyn will mean we can:
do See and Treat using cryotherapy, an outpatiecegdure, to treat the beginning stages of cercaater...
we have all the equipment we need;
provide more consistent prenatal care, PAPs, andyfalanning;
greatly expand our Women'’s Health (which is mucttdseghan it was a year ago, but is still mosthjitaor-miss
service, because we greatly depend on volunteserd);
free up time for our current doctors to provideestimportant services that they now allot for woreeservices.

Even though we have not broken ground on
the third clinic building, many posts and
losetas(the concrete wall panels) have been
made by many volunteers The Spanish class from
Lopez Island high schoo(WA) continued the work of tying
the panels and posts, as did k& ch Bucknell Brigade

(Lewisburg PA), and thBost Oak High SchoolHouston TX).
In April the Unitarian Universalist Church of Haverhill

(MA) -

began filling the forms for the posts diodeta with concrete.

All of these groups have worked on a storage roemgo
added onto the clinic’s second building to houseotres,
wheelchairs, etc. in order to renovate the roometilily being used
for storage into a clean room for minor surgeriég&e now have the
funding for that renovation!

Volunteers are also expanding the porch of thersic
building and
its roof to

create more
waiting area. A
long overdue wheelchair ramp has been built commgetie first and
second building.
In addition to doing construction, the groups speme
learning about Nicaragua, traveling to El Porvettie, remote coffee
cooperative, and touring to the sesame processimd. pAt the El

Porvenir
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cooperative Bucknell Brigade's doctor and ob/gymyridn, attended
women while Jorge, our radiologist, attended ckitdr With our
portable ultrasound he also checked women and arenrhors,
hernias, and babies in utero. This was a firstiferremote
community.

In March we totaled 30 medical volunteers in our

clinic... a record!
! " #3$ _ We had a small
group fromNorth

Anderson Community Church - Presbyterian(SC) who helped us with &
boring-but-needed job of writing legible patientmhers on files. A class
of nursing students frofoston Collegetreated patients both in the clinic
and in their homes. One provided a week of womears before Marion
arrived. Ending their week, the nurses taught ealth promoters about
several topics.

We had a nursing class from tbeiversity of North Carolina for
a day-and-a-half. Their pharmacist helped usemptiarmacy, but most
went into the community and saw patients in themahs like the BC
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students. Abbe, a nurse with the Haverhill UUC
delegation also made home visits to check blood
pressure and glucose of home-bound patients.
After Marion’s week of service, Libby, a
women’s care nurse practitioner took over. After
Libby, the women’s care went back to our doctors.].
now you can understand about the hit and miss
services with which our patients deal. With the

funding for a part-time ob/gyn coming, we and the
clinic staff are anxious to start providing consigtcare!

T # In February our dental clinic staff and the

students of Lopez Island went to the public prescha and primary

school and did over 750 fluoride treatments!also that month two dentists
and their assistants from ORPHANetwork treateddcéil and teens for 4 days. We

continue to work closely with
ORPHANetwork trying to provide denta
care to the children of Nueva Vida.

We are grateful to have had |
Jolien, a student dietician, from Belgium
for the last six months. She has developed trginam breast feeding
for our staff to use in the future. She also hasked with patients on
diet related to diabetes and malnutrition.

Courtney, from Seattle, volunteers mostly in oubljsuhealth
component, aiding as well as learning from JesseniaPublic Health
Coordinator. They are working tievelop support groups and
services for HIV positive patients and asthma patigs and their
parents... because we have funding to get started Wwiboth!!!

& 1,-¢ ) Courtney’s Spanish skills have also been invaluable
facilitating the process for medical people to dmke visits. These
visits provide aid to patients who are home boumtifzelp volunteers begin tmderstand what life is like for the poor.

JHCommunity: In Februaryathy andPat went to Florida to celebrate their
mother Jill's 98" birthday with her Friends Meeting.

The UUC of Haverhill brought gifts to us. The figift wasSarah returning
home with them from her successful - though exlagistspring tour.Thanks to those
of you who cared for her while she traveled.The second gift was our daughter,

Jessica, and her two children, Elliot and Char]attening as a part of the delegation.

Daniel, who is taking a year off from dental schasldoing a great job as our volunteer coordinafmseph
jumps in and helps with delegations and other C¥0AK as he waits for college in the fall.

The Community enjoyed having Paul Susman, professBucknell, and his wife Libby Meadows the weékia
the Bucknell Brigade left. We enjoyed celebrafitapl’s 63" birthday. Libby provided immeasurable insightsPat
andKathy regarding many medical concerns that arose dft#r tnother fell. Pat has been in Florida withfdit over a
month and Kathy has been traveling back and f@&ytthe time many of you read this, Jill will be paf our Community
in Nicaragua living with us in the Grandparent Heatlsat we built when Mike’s father lived with usipago.

Reflection:

In the 1960s under the administration of U.S.
President Lyndon B. Johnson, legislation was passed
under the unofficial name “The War on Poverty.”
President Johnson introduced this legislation dukiis
State of the Union address in 1964.

The War on Poverty was to addressrtagonal
poverty rate that was then around 19%. We hear ver
little about the War on Poverty, but we hear a gdeal
onclass warfarefrom the pundits in the media. Who are




the victims of this war the pundits declare? Tibb.r

Now let’s regard the following facts about globataith and
global poverty - please read the next six factalsioand maybe two
or three times:

1. The population of the world is more than 7.2 biilijpeople
and of our family of 7.2 billion people....

2. 3billion peoplelive in poverty... defined as living odd2.50 a
day or less

3. 1.3 billion peopleare desperately poor which medmsy live
(or try to exist) on $1.25/day or less.

4. 80 of the richest people own more wealth tharptherest
HALF of the world’s total population... meaning tigt
individuals own more wealth than over 3.5 BILLION o the world’s poorest peopl€"

5. The richest 1% of the world’s populationis about 72 million people (how many are 72 milljgeople? 72
million = 23% of the U.S. population; or = aboué thopulation of Turkey)These few 72 million people now
own 48% of the total world’s wealth...an increase of 4% in 5 yeats.

6. And who make up that top global one percent? d@illires? Yes. Millionaires? YeSND anyone with an
income over $34,000 after taxewhich means that a family of four earning only $0®0 is part of that top
global one perceht. because, horrifyingly....

7. Theglobal median income is a mere $1,225/yedr.

The facts show that we no longer have a war onnpgvsut we
definitely have a war. Gandhi said “Poverty is wdosm of violence.”
The “haves” are waging an insidious, nefarious erathe poor. We
who are part of the “havesiaveto let go of our wealth and start
standing up for the poor.

We “Haves” can no longer be silent and complacbaotathe
reality that three billion people live on $2.50ayd If we do, we are
actively turning our backs on their suffering, aisuand deaths.

If we, the wealthier family members of our globabthers and
sisters, do not hit a reset button that changes\whegrowing gap
between us and the poor, if we stay silent, congpiband inactive, then we need not be surprisecdhiese three billion
people finally rise up and shout “ENOUGH!”

When that moment comes, may we — at least — knawiirhearts thahat cry will not be thestart of the war... the
war started long ago.

-Kathleen
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This Mother’s Day, if you would like to give to “©Mother to Another” to support mothers and infaintshe New
Mother’s Program, a project of the Health Clinidepse go on-linehgtp://jhc-cdca.org/helpMD.htm) to make your
donation and we will send notice of your gift toowhyou designate.

Yes! | want to help support the work of the Centeifor

Development in Central America.
Enclosed please find my tax-deductible contribubbf

Note: you can also give online via:
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/jhc-cdca

This Mother’s Day, | would like to give to “One Mother to Another”, to the
Nueva Vida Clinic in honor of my mother, to help teenage young womeam
giving this gift of $ [ ] Check enclosed

PLEASE NOTE: In order for your mother to receive her gift canchitimely
manner, pleasemail her name and email address, and your name to:
becca@jhc-cdca.org.

(Sebttp://jhc-cdca.org/helpMD.htmfor more information.)

I would like to receive an electronic newslettesteéad of paper at this email address:

Mail to CDCA, c/o Pggglurdock, 352 Carly Ln, Rock Hill, SC 29732-7750.
Please include your correct name and current addr@sformation from the newsletter label to avoid plications!



